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Editors: Unfit For the Ministry?

T

he following letter was allegedly your commitment to the Lord’s
sent by an official of the Transwork. However, my dear brother,
after carefully reviewing your qualiEuropean Division Ministerial
Department to “Brother P.,” an
fications, the Missions Board feels it
must reject your application for the
independent evangelist in that
following reasons:
field who asked for a mission assignment. The Biblical Research Institute
1. Your service record documents
of the General Conference says they
actions that we believe to be rash
and unseemly for a minister. For
are acquainted with “Brother P.” but
example, you opposed a member of
feel that, in view of his service record,
he should not be further identified.
our division committee in a public
The officials of the Adventist Theologmeeting. You also argued a point of
doctrine so vehemently with others
ical Society feely however, that the
issues raised are of such magnitude as
of our ministers that, to avert the
to warrant a wider evaluation.—Eds.
threat of a serious split among our
churches, it became necessary to call
Ministerial Department
a special council here at headquarTrans-European Division
ters.
119 St. Peter’s Street
2. Your educational qualifications, though impressive (particuSt. Albans, Herts., England
larly in their emphasis on Middle
My Dear Brother:
Eastern affairs), were not gained in
I have your application for a misour schools. Attitudes you may have
inadvertently picked up during your
sion appointment in the Middle East
before me. I am pleased to know of
graduate work likely contributed to
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(a) your opposition to our Constitution and By-Laws, and (b) disagreement with some aspects of our 27
Doctrines.
3. We deal in facts rather than
rumor, of course, but the scope of the
charismatic movement with its alleged signs and miracles, makes us
particularly sensitive to reports of
faith healing. One episode particularly, involving your handling a poisonous snake, is an embarrassment
to our work. Many of our ministers
do speak of the “power of God” and
the “gifts of the Holy Spirit,” but in
prudent moderation. And your socalled “speaking in tongues” certainly
would not go over well in the vast
majority of division fields. Glossolalia has its appeal, of course, but not
to the class of people that add stability to our churches.
4. Another thing: We are a church
of order and organization. We send
minsters where needed and bring
them back when deemed appropriate. But you admit on your application that you left a needy field simply because you thought “the Spirit
didn’t lead that way.” You undertook
another mission on the strength of a
dream. Frankly, Brother, our church
doesn’t run on dreams. Men of experience, whose judgment has been
proved, believe you to have left several fields prematurely; a longer stay
would have resulted in establishing a
church. And where you did establish
one, you left the fledgling congrega-

tion without a pastor to further
ground them in the faith.
Probably contributing to your
neglect was the avocation your
application shows you to be pursuing. Secular labor does not, we
believe, fit well with an accepted
profile of ministerial success.
5.
Adventist laymen carry on a
prison ministry in many areas, but it
appears from your record that your
prison m inistry has been as an
inmate. We’re aware that on one or
two occasions you were incarcerated
unjustly. But your imprisonments
have been so numerous that at the
least they call your judgment into
question. We expect our ministers to
be featured on a newspaper’s religion pages, not its news section.
Notoriety may attract an audience,
but not of the kind of people who
contribute to the stability of a movement.
6 . 1 regret to tell you that several
influential businessmen have accused you of causing their near
bankruptcies. They speak of your
rash attack on their livelihood. Admittedly, some of the souvenirs they
sell are not the kind we would
approve of. But first things first, my
brother! You must learn to cultivate
the friendship of potential converts
who have means that could greatly
benefit our work. As it is, we won’t
be able to do much witnessing in
several centers where you’ve held
evangelistic meetings. Having to get
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appear to have difficulty working in
harness with your fellow ministers,
as even your home church has
reported. We hear that a commendable young man and nephew of one
of our leading ministers, had to leave
your company in the middle of a
trip; and that you quarreled with
Barnabas, a promising youth whom
we know to be gentle and goodnatured. We have notarized affidavits from three other fine
brethren, highly respected here at
the division office, who say it is
impossible for them to work with
you.
9.
Finally, my dear brother, it
appears that you have a self-exalting
spirit.
In your letter to our board, you
boast of revelations that God has
given you, and say that he has chosen you to reveal some “new mystery.” I can say, on the basis of years
of experience, that any new truth is
most likely to come to more mature
brethren, such as those theologians
in our Biblical Research Institute at
the General Conference, who would
then pass it one to the General Conference Committee for further study.
Finally, of course, it would have to be
voted at a General Conference session.
Perhaps it is not necessary to tell
you, my dear Brother P., that after
closely examining your case, we
believe you to be the most unqualified applicant that has come to our

out of town hidden in a laundry basket is not the kind of exit we covet
for our ministers. Further, we hear a
mob took a few shots at you as you
fled another meeting site, and that
you found it expedient in one town
to change your name! My dear
brother, such conduct doesn’t enhance our ministry.
7. Now, Brother, I don’t want to
cast aspersions on your preaching
style, but as a man of experience, I
can assure you that preaching on our
distinctive prophetic views on opening night is not how to win friends
and influence people. I’ll admit that
we have some men in the division
and elsewhere who speak too long.
I’ve heard one or two in my career
whose evangelistic meetings went
more than three hours—maybe even
four! But never, never have I heard
of a minister preaching for almost
twenty-four hours! What in the
world possessed you! And the word
is going around that one member of
your audience fell asleep and toppled from the balcony! And that you
restored him to life! Now, my dear
brother! Stories like this may fill a
hall for a night or two, but what is
the long-term effect? If, in fact, a
youth was injured, you should have
called a doctor. I dread to think of
the liability that could be ours if you
were to do something like that while
on our division payroll!
8. Again, my brother—but consistent with some of the above—you
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cided that Brother P. had indeed been
led by the Holy Spirit. Today he continues his ministry through letters he
wrote to churches, some of which he
himself established throughout the
Middle East. Several officials who
early on questioned his ministry; lived
to testify to his unflagging obedience
to the “heavenly vision.” One, however, did confess that some aspects of
his theology, as recorded in his letters,
were, indeed, uhard to be understood.”— Eds.)
□

attention for mission appointment
in the Middle East.
With regrets,
(Indecipherable signature)
Mission Board
Trans-European Division

(We’re glad to tell you that after his
critics, including church officials, had
reviewed all the evidence, they de-

S K I P P I N G
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G O M O R R A H

ne thing about today’s sinners:

They don’t, as in Pilgrim days, go underground. In fact, they even
hold conventions.
Take, for example, practitioners of the Seven Deadly Sins—lust,
greed, gluttony, sloth, anger, envy, and pride. Six thousand wifeswapping sinners gathered recently, as did hundreds of gluttonous
members of the National Association for the Advancement of Fat
Acceptance. Greed? A trip to any major hotel in Las Vegas will do
nicely, and any weekend will do. Bookstores offer such fetching fare
as Skipping Towards Gomorrah: The Seven Deadly Sins and the Pursuit of Happiness in America. The Internet offers a choice of sins at
the push of a button.
Thank God, the Bible offers deliverance at the turn of a page.
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